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Mon. 11 Railway Correspondence and travel Society.  Reflections on a Railway 
  Career.  Presentation by Dave Rapson. 
  19:30 at Bridge Ward Social Club, Austin Street, Ipswich. 
 
Tues. 12 Ipswich and District Historical Transport Society. 
  HCW Heavy Haulage.  Presentation by H.C. Wilson. 
  19:30 at Ascension Hall, Larchcroft Road, Ipswich. 
 
Mon. 18 Ipswich Transport Society. Local Independent Bus/Coach Operators.   
  Presentation by Geoff Mills. 
  19:30 at Bridge Ward Social Club, Austin Street, Ipswich. 
 
Sun 1 May The 41st Ipswich to Felixstowe Historic Vehicle Run.  Over 500 cars, motor 
  cycles, lorries, buses and militaries will gather in Christchurch Park, Ipswich 
  ready to depart at 1130. On arrival at Felixstowe the vehicles will be 
  displayed on the promenade during the afternoon. 
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We are pleased to announce that following our appeal for a new Webmaster Geoff Tibble 
offered to take on this role and currently Geoff and Joe are working to affect a smooth handover. 
²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ WƻŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ DŜƻŦŦΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
We appeal to contributors to be conscious of press dates and assist our sub-Editors by getting 
material to them promptly. The cut off date for contributions to be received by sub-Editors is the 
14th of each month; however, as some of the editorial team rely on use of a remote computer 
difficulty occurs if the 14th day is during a weekend. If you can recognise this and send the bulk of 
your contributions a few days earlier it would be appreciated and allow editors to set up their 
column in good time. Of course any late news can be advised right up to the press date. Thank 
you for your help. 
 
We send good wishes to our President Chris Hurricks who is slowly recovering at home following 
a routine operation. I am sure it will not be long before Chris is back on track. 
 
Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ΨǘƘŜ ǇƻƴŘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
month of May and whilst I will be keeping in touch with matters I will be putting the co-
ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wŀƛƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴǘƻ .ŜǾ {ǘŜŜƭŜΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 

 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L¢{Σ LΩƳ DŜƻŦŦ ¢ƛōōƭŜΣ от ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ  L ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
delightful old town of Bury St Edmunds with my wife, Natalie and  Jessica, my 3 year old 
daughter. 
 
My interest in railways came about at a very young age and after several years of being dragged 
around by my brother and his friends locally in steam heated Mark 1 coaches, I was often to be 
found in the buffet car on my own, on trips to Sheffield, Manchester and Nottingham at the age 
of 8 years old!!  My interest stayed with me during my school years, often much to the 
annoyance of my teachers, especially at King Edwards School in Bury with its view of the railway 
line!  After leaving school and starting full time work, my hobby fast became my life with my 
model trains taking second place to my photography of the real thing. 
 
My hobby has stayed with me all my life, even after meeting my wife five years ago; I warned her 
that there would be three of us in this marriage; her, me and my trains!!!  My poor wife and my 
daughter, I am very blessed to have them.  With the family possibly to be expanded again soon, 
maybe I will calm down a bit.... 
 
Bury is a very handy spot for nipping out for my avid photography interest in the ever changing 
local railway scene and I can often be found lurking in fields and the like capturing this!  To quote 
a very good friend, it would be a gross understatement to say "I get away with murder" with my 
photography hobby!  I am indeed very lucky! 
 
I look forward to being able to help and support the ITS in this small way, as part of my 
commitment to see the secure future of the society and our hobby.  Your help with suggestions 
and advice will be very gladly welcomed. 

/I!Lwa!bΩ{ /I!¢¢9w 
 

John Day 
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NEW ITS WEBMASTER - AN INTRODUCTION 
 

Geoff Tibble 



 

 

It is with sadness we report the sudden death of local railway photographer and businessman 
John C. Baker in hospital on 17 March, just a few days short of his 68th birthday. John will be 
remembered by many for his traditional approach to photography of trains in the landscape, 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ  WƻƘƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŜŀƳ 
ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ !ƴƎƭƛŀ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅǎ ŀŘƻǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ 
national railway magazines. His photographic achievements ventured further into Europe where 
he visited most of the countries that form part of the European Union, Germany being his 
favourite country and memories of his continental trips could regularly be viewed through the 
ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ WŀƴŜΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎΦ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ 
also a food and wine connoisseur and used his many trips abroad to sample the culinary delights 
of countries he visited.  At home he would never travel far without his faithful CAMRA Guide 
and if a hostelry was close to the railway line all the better. 
 
John was a true Gentleman, generous to a fault and one who possessed a very pleasant and 
friendly disposition making everyone he met feel comfortable and at ease. Right up to a few 
days before his death he joined a small group of railway enthusiast/photography friends for 
their customary evening and weekend social gatherings combining real ale and railways.  There 
ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ōƻȄ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘǳƳō ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ǉƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
trains. Photographically John never ventured into digital imaging, trusting his Leica 35mm and 
Pentax 6x7 film cameras each equipped with just a standard focal length lens. 
 
The Society owes John a debt of gratitude as through his business interest he came to our 
rescue when we struggled financially during the late 1980s/early 1990s. His company Thurston 
Builders sponsored an advert in the ITS Journal and the income from that went a long way to 
ensuring our survival. 
 
We have lost a great friend and John will be sadly missed by many people in the local business 
and enthusiast world and our thoughts go especially to his wife Elizabeth and their son and 
daughter.  
 
The funeral service for John was held at the Holy Innocents Church, Great Barton, Bury St 
Edmunds on Thursday 31 March. The Society was represented by your Chairman and a number 
of members.   R.I.P Good friend.  

 
 
 

 
The Ipswich Transport Society extends  a warm welcome to the latest new members: 
 
884 Mr Julian Maxim Ipswich 
885 Mr Geoff Fordham Hollesley 
 
As at the end of March, the membership total stood at 186. 
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OBITUARY - JOHN C. BAKER, 1943τ2011 
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NEW MEMBERS 
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¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƨƻō ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ /ƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ hƳƴƛōǳǎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
various career changes taking him to London and Stoke on Trent, where Ermintrude came into 
his life; Ermintrude being a 1929 Dennis E type bus. 
 
Starting in 1960, when Tony left Northgate School, Ipswich, he joined Eastern Counties as a 
conductor. He told the story of his first trip after training. He and his driver had trained for the 
Stowmarket route but their first solo trip was to Bawdsey, in unknown territory.  They took a 
wrong turn and went to Shingle Street!  They had to ask a passenger for the right directions and 
ǿƘŜƴ ¢ƻƴȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘȅ ƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ IƻƭƭŜǎƭŜȅ .ŀȅ  ōƻǊǎǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ƘǳǊǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ 
 
Another episode was in the infamous, snowy winter of 1963 with a journey from Ipswich to 
Colchester in a Bristol single decker bus (LL747).  This was an under-powered vehicle with a four 
cylinder engine.  Faced with Gun Hill, Dedham in deepening snow (the bus equivalent of Shap or 
Ais Gill), the driver had to decide whether to turn back or attempt to climb the hill without 
ǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ IŜ άǎǘƻǊƳŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΣ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǇŀŎŜΣ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƎŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ 
some stranded motorists who jumped onto the moving bus! 
 
{ǇŀŎŜ ǇǊŜŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άhƴ ǘƘŜ .ǳǎŜǎέ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿǊƛǘŜ-up of the meeting - you 
had to be there!   
 
Many years later Tony was working in computers for Britannia Building Society in Stoke-on- 
Trent, but his interest in buses led to an offer to acquire an (almost) intact 1920s built bus. This 
was an ex Accrington Corporation Dennis E type single decker, TE 7870, built in 1929.  It had 
been installed as a centrepiece in a 1920s theme night club in Burslem, on the first floor!   
 
 This was not your usual preservation recovery job - the bus had originally been lifted into the 
building through the roof by crane - and this would be the only way to get it out again!  
Fortunately Tony was able to arrange for the same crane driver to do the job.  It was done by 
ǾŜǊōŀƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  
Tony also had to agree to pay the cost of reinstating the roof, but to add insult to injury, the 
whole building was demolished shortly afterwards!   
 
We were then given an insight into the hard work and expense of preserving and operating a 
vintage bus.  For example, in the current situation of record oil prices, the fuel consumption for 
9ǊƳƛƴǘǊǳŘŜΩǎ ǇŜǘǊƻƭ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ р ƳΦǇΦƎΦ  !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘ-free petrol is not a problem as 
the engine was designed before lead was put into petrol!    
 
The presentation finished with photographs of Ermintrude back in service after Tony returned 
to Suffolk. This included a photo at Bawdsey, a link back to the start of his story.  
 
Thanks to Tony for an excellent talk and an entertaining evening, and also to our Chairman for 
overcoming technical challenges with the digital projector.  
 
Tony also wishes to acknowledge Andy Saunders for use of his photos of Eastern Counties buses 
in the 1960s.  

MEETING REPORT 28 FEBRUARY 2011 
VINTAGE BUS PRESERVATION, TONY BUCKLAND David Sparkes 
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NATIONAL EXPRESS EAST ANGLIA ς BREAKING NEWS! 
 
Just as we were closing for press it was announced on 24 March that the current operator of 
services on the GE Main Line/Metro/Rural and West Anglia routes were not included on the 
shortlist for the new franchise to start in February 2012. Following the earlier loss of National 
Express East Coast and now the impending demise of National Express East Anglia the only 
railway operator to remain in the National Express portfolio will be c2c.  The franchise is for a 
period of seventeen months with an option for a further twelve months.   
 
The three short listed companies are; 
 

Abellio Greater Anglia Limited (NV Nederlande Spoorwegen) 
Eastern Railway Limited (Go Ahead Group plc) 
Stagecoach Anglia trains Limited (Stagecoach Group plc) 

 
A more detailed report will appear in the May Journal. 
 
CLASS 379 LAUNCH AND PASSENGER WORKINGS  
 
On Thursday 17 March NXEA welcomed the Secretary of State for Transport, the Rt. Hon Philip 
Hammond MP, for the official launch of their new Class 379 Electric Multiple Units at London 
Liverpool St station.  379005 and 379006 were specially formed up with 379005 on the London 
end for the launch day events.  The units arrived in platform 10 at Liverpool St station at their 
booked time of 10:26, having travelled up empty from Ilford Depot.  After speeches by Andrew 
Chivers NXEA MD and Philip Hammond, the Secretary of State for Transport officially named 
отфллр Ψ{ǘŀƴǎǘŜŘ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎΩΦ  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ммΥлт [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ {ǘ ǘƻ 
Stansted Airport service for invited guests.  The units stopped briefly at Tottenham Hale where 
the Secretary of State for Transport left the train.  The units arrived at Stansted Airport platform 
3 at 11:57 and stayed in the platform until 13:48, whist the invited guests lunched at the 
Radisson Blu Hotel. As a consequence of the 379s occupying platform 3 at Stansted the xx10 & 
xx40 departures from Liverpool Street were short formed of four coaches for the duration of 
the 379s visit.  The 379s then departed Stansted Airport at 13:48 heading north to Cambridge 
for a photo call (after a short booked stop at Audley End station).  Next, the Class 379s returned 
non-stop to London Liverpool St, departing Cambridge at 14:42 arriving at Liverpool St at 15:39, 
setting a new record time of 57 minutes for the journey.  The units then stayed at Liverpool 
Street and went on to work the following booked passenger services that evening; 17:10, 19:25 
& 21:40 Liverpool Street to Stansted Airport and 18:15, 20:30 & 22:45 Stansted Airport to 
Liverpool St. 
 
The class had previously made their passenger debut for NXEA on 03/03, when 379005 worked 
the 20:10 London Liverpool St to Stansted Airport and 21:15 Stansted Airport to London 
Liverpool St.  The next timetabled working by a Class 379 EMU ran on 08/03, which also saw the 
first eight car formation in passenger service.  379005 + 379006 again worked the 20:10 ex 
Liverpool St and 21:15 return. The same out and back working was booked to be worked by 
Class 379s semi-regularly depending upon unit and driver availability. 
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RAIL REPORT 
 

Steve Goodrum (NXEA), John Yelverton (Freight) 
Graham Hardinge (Railtours and Preservation), John Day (Coordinator) 
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Station Footbridge: The proposed date for the opening of the new footbridge and lifts has been 
put back once again with the anticipated date of completion and opening to the public now 
suggested as being in June. A visit on 26 March showed slow progress with work concentrated 
on the island platform (3/4) lift shaft shell. There are no visible signs of any lift installation. 
 
West Bank: A further derailment of an intermodal train on Griffin Wharf occurred during early 
March, the third in less than eleven weeks. In the early hours of Thursday 3 March, a freak 
ΨƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΩ ǎŀǿ п[тп мсΥпл ŜȄ .ƛǊŎƘ /ƻǇǇƛŎŜ ǎǇƭƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜƭƭŜŘ 
into the yard by 66112. Damage to the track and point-work was significant and the terminal 
was closed to rail traffic for a week whilst repairs were carried out. Two trains which were 
already heading for Griffin Wharf at the time of the incident, 4L00 intermodal ex Hams Hall and 
6L57 sand empties ex Acton, were diverted to Parkeston yard. After taking 4L00 to Parkeston 
yard, 66105 then remained there for four days, eventually departing on 7 March. Two days 
later, 66110 arrived to work 4M00 back to Hams Hall at the resumption of normal services. The 
ΨǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŎƪǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DǊƛŦŦƛƴ ²ƘŀǊŦ ōȅ ссммн ƻƴ п aŀǊŎƘΣ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ пaтпΣ 
first to Wembley yard, and then on to Birch Coppice. Workings into the Griffin Wharf terminal 
subsequently recommenced on 10 March, with 66136 arriving on 4L74, followed by 66198 on 
4L00. During the four week period ending 19 March, those intermodal services which were able 
ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŦǊƻƳ DǊƛŦŦƛƴ ²ƘŀǊŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛŘƭŀƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 5. {ŎƘŜƴƪŜǊ Ψ{ƘŜŘǎΩΥ 
4M00 (Hams Hall): 66002/07/55/57/58/60/63/65/74, 66105/19/36/39/40/49/71/72/87/98, and 
66238 
4M74 to Birch Coppice: 66014/43/70, 66112/36/46/77/82/87 and 66230 
 
Trainloads of sea-dredged aggregate departing as 6M57 13:15 Ipswich Griffin Wharf-Watford 
yard ran on the following Thursdays: 24/2 with 66172, 17/3 with 66112 and on 24/3 with 
66102. On 3/3, 6L57 04:49 ex Acton yard empty wagons (headed by 66085), which was already 
en route to Griffin Wharf, was forced to divert to Parkeston yard due to the derailment at the 
ǘǊŀƛƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ [ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ²ŜƳōƭŜȅ ȅŀǊŘ ōȅ 
66085 (as 6Z57) and the following day, the same loco took them from Wembley to Marks Tey 
for loading there. This ran as 6L78 to Marks Tey, to form 6V79 to Brentford. 6L57/6M57 was 
also cancelled the following Thursday (10/3), although 6L78/6V79 again ran from Wembley to 
Marks Tey (with 66021), possibly in lieu of the Ipswich working (?). 
 
Freightliner Fuel: The DBS-ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ¢¢! ŦǳŜƭ ǘŀƴƪǎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΩDǊŜŜƴ ¢ŜŀƳΩ ŀǘ CǊŜƛƎƘǘƭƛƴŜǊ 
Ipswich, currently running as 6Y35 Ripple Lane - Ipswich and 6R34 return, ran on the following 
Wednesdays: 23/2 66091; 2/3 66057; 9/3 66250; 16/3 66182; 23/3 66138. For reasons that are 
unclear, the working on 9/3 ran in a later path, travelling to Ipswich via the usual GE Main line 
route but with the return empties diverted to run via Bury and Cambridge having departed from 
Ipswich at 15:30. Another route variation took place on 23/3 when 6R34 ran into Bow Goods to 
reverse on its way back to Ripple Lane. Apparently this was due to "problems" at Temple Mills, 
the usual reversal point.  
 
Class 66: Just as it was anticipated this section of the report would be held over until next 
month as nothing had changed, an unexpected newcomer arrived on 25 March in the consist of 
6L70 Crewe ς {ƛȊŜǿŜƭƭ ΨŎƻŀƭΩ ǘǊŀƛƴΦ сспооΣ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ сспнлκпнр ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
train engines 20309+20308 in the five locomotive consist. This brings the total down to twenty 
these being; 66301-305, 66411/12/16/24/34, 66506/98, 66601/04/06/07/10/13/17 and 66843.  
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[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨCŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ CƛǾŜΩ όссолм ς 66305) were unlikely to feature in 
D.wŦΩǎ ŦƭŜŜǘ ōƻƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǎƻΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ 5w{ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŦƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
66301/03/04 already in traffic and 66302/305 at Longport EMD which gives hope that one or 
more of the five could appear in Ipswich at some time ς we live in hope!  
 
AROUND THE REGION 
 
Witham: During the night of 12/13 March the new footbridge was lifted into place and when 
work is completed will give additional and improved access from the east side of the station and 
more importantly to ease congestion during the morning peak with access onto the up side 
island platform. 
 
Cambridge: As at 17 March there was no physical evidence of any work having started or taking 
place on the construction of the new island platform, footbridge and lifts (see March 2011 
Journal page 12). 
 
Diss: There are 60 more car parking spaces at Diss following the opening of the car park 
extension, a project that cost £400,000 with each space costing £6,667. How long will it take to 
recoup that? 
 
NXEA - TRAFFIC DIARY 
 
Th 24/02: London Midland liveried hired in 321411 was in traffic and worked the 15:38 
Liverpool St to Colchester Town service. 
 
Sat 26 & Sun 27/02: Planned engineering work between Diss and Stowmarket was cancelled on 
the Saturday, with mainline services (unusually for a Saturday!) running all the way through to 
Liverpool St.  Local Ipswich to Cambridge and Peterborough services were substituted by buses 
from Ipswich to Ely on both days, with a Class 170 working Ely to Peterborough shuttles.  
Sunday saw the line closed between Stowmarket and Diss all day as well as a block on Trowse 
Swing Bridge until 15:00. Buses replaced trains until 15:00 between Norwich and Stowmarket 
and Norwich to Wymondham, after 15:00 rail services recommenced with 2 car 170270 working 
Norwich to Diss shuttles, connecting into a bus replacement to Stowmarket, then train to 
London Liverpool St. Norwich to Cambridge and EMT Liverpool services reverted to a train 
service after 15:00. 
 
Sun 27/02: 47832 was used on another driver training run along the Breckland line (See NXEA 
Fleet and Depot News for more details). 
M 28/02: 156412 returned to Norwich Crown Point having been on the wheel lathe at Ilford and 
its place was immediately taken by 156416 which ran up from Norwich. Signalling problems at 
Dullingham caused minor delays to local services on the Ipswich to Cambridge line. 
 
Tu 01/03: Intermittent signalling problems between Chippenham Jct and Dullingham 
throughout the day led to some late running services and some services being short formed, 
with the spare Class 153 coming out to cover a 2 car Class 170 and also a 2 car Class 170 
subsequently covering for a 3 car Class 170 unit on another service. 
 
Th 03/03: Early morning signalling problems around the Dullingham area saw the introduction 
of pilotman working.  Also, to ease congestion the 07:47 Harwich to Cambridge and 10:19 
Ipswich to Cambridge were diverted to Ely.  Other Ipswich to Cambridge services ran through 
but incurred delays.  156416 returned to Norwich Crown Point from Ilford during the morning. 
 



 

 

F 04/03: 321427+321431 worked a peak time Metro diagram vice a pair of 315 units, stabling at 
Gidea Park during the day. 
 
M 07/03: There were delays to afternoon East Suffolk and Felixstowe line services after a 
Vauxhall Corsa hit the barriers at Westerfield level crossing just after 14:30.  153335 worked to 
Ilford to go on the wheel lathe.  Two pairs of Class 321 units were out on Metro services in the 
morning peak. 
 
Tu 08/03: The set forming the 08:30 Liverpool St to Norwich service failed at Stratford station 
with a defective speedometer on the DVT.  After passengers were detrained the set continued 
to Norwich empty at reduced speed.  360121 forming the delayed 11:52 Ipswich to Liverpool St 
service hit a person near Margaretting.  The inevitable delays and cancellations continued for 
most of the afternoon and into the evening peak, with sets and crews in the wrong places, or in 
ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŎǊŜǿǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳƳŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
13:00 Liverpool St to Norwich service departed 127 minutes late and was 140 minutes late 
arriving at Ipswich.  The 16:00 and 18:10 Liverpool St to Norwich services were cancelled. 
 
W 09/03: 170272 stood in for a 3 car 170 unit on NC 604 diagram, providing somewhat snug 
ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ лтΥор [ƻǿŜǎǘƻŦǘ ǘƻ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ Ψ{ǘ 
¢ǊƛƴƛŀƴǎΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΗ  ¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ [ƻǿŜǎǘƻŦǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳŦŦƻƭƪ ƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
rest of the morning.  153335 returned from Ilford to Norwich. 
 
Th 10/03: Signal problems at Acle saw pilotman working introduced on the Norwich to Great 
¸ŀǊƳƻǳǘƘ Ψ²ƘŜǊǊȅ [ƛƴŜΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŘŜƭŀȅǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ 
 
F 11/03: The signal problems at Acle carried on from yesterday.  The lack of an available 
pilotman first thing in the morning saw the 05:47 Great Yarmouth to Norwich diverted back via 
Reedham (vice its booked Acle route) stopping only at Brundall and Brundall Gardens. 
 
Su 13/03:  Engineering work on the GEML around Hatfield Peverel saw hauled sets work from 
bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ǘƻ /ƻƭŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ онмΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ǘƻ /ƻƭŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
service from Colchester to Chelmsford and Ingatestone.  Buses also replaced trains between 
Witham and Braintree all day. 
 
M 14/03: The 09:12 Cambridge to Norwich service (formed by a 3 car Class 170) failed en route 
to Norwich with what transpired to be an air leak on the centre coach. Due to delays whilst the 
fault was fixed a Class 153, which was spare at Norwich, was hastily arranged to substitute for 
the 170 on the 10:40 Norwich to Cambridge service.  A fatality at Santon Downham on the 
bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ǘƻ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ Ψ.ǊŜŎƪƭŀƴŘ [ƛƴŜΩ ό5. {ŎƘŜƴƪŜǊǎΩ ¢ǊƻǿǎŜ ǘƻ aƻǳƴǘǎƻǊǊŜƭ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǎŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ 
was the working involved) caused long delays to services along this route, as the death was 
being treated as suspicious.  Buses replaced train services between Brandon and Thetford. 
 
W 16/03: The OHL was damaged around Forest Gate during the morning.  Services were running 
circa 30-40 minutes late around lunchtime, with the 12:44 from Ipswich to Norwich departing at 
13:18 although following services were becoming less delayed. There were, however, some 
mainline services cancelled due to crew/stock in wrong places. 
 
Th 17/03: Another fatality, this time at Bethnal Green, caused some delays to both Great 
Eastern and West Anglia late night services into and out of Liverpool St.  There was also a fire 
close to the line around London Fields. 
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F 18/03: A track circuit fault at Ipswich led to some delays with several unit diagrams having to 
be swapped as units became blocked in platforms and others were delayed on incoming 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ мрΥмо LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ǘƻ [ƻǿŜǎǘƻŦǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ оуΩ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ о ŎŀǊ /ƭŀǎǎ мтлΣ 
which was turned back at Halesworth to run back to Ipswich in its correct path.  The 15:19 
LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ǘƻ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ олΩ ƭŀǘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǳǇ ƻŦ н ŎŀǊ мтлнтл ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ мсΥпо /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻ 
Ipswich service additionally being supplemented with a bus.  The 15:52 Ipswich to Liverpool St 
9a¦ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ моΩ ƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ǎǘƻǇǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ /ƻƭŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦ 
 
Sa 19/03:  153314+153322 had been running around as a pair all day due to strengthening for 
LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŀǘ tƻǊǘƳŀƴ wƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ мроонн ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ¢/! ό¢ǊŀŎƪ 
/ƛǊŎǳƛǘ !ŎǘǳŀǘƻǊύ ŦŀǳƭǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴΦ  IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ н ŀǘ 
Ipswich on the incoming 17:28 service from Felixstowe, the two units formed the 17:58 Ipswich 
ǘƻ CŜƭƛȄǎǘƻǿŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  hƴ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƪŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻƴ мрооннΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǳƭǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƛȄŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇƭƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŀǊŜ 
track. 153314 was the London end unit, so departed south through the tunnel and returned non
-stop back through the Centre road (Up Main line), crossing back over to the Lowestoft line on 
the approach to East Suffolk Junction.  As a consequence of the late running, the following 
муΥру LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ǘƻ CŜƭƛȄǎǘƻǿŜ ŀƴŘ мфΥну ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǎǇŀǊŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŀǘ 
Ipswich, 153322 remained in platform 2 at Ipswich until the driver on the delayed 17:58 ex 
Felixstowe returned.  The unit was then started up and the brakes released.  It was shunted into 
ǘƘŜ /ŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǎƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǿŀƛǘ ŦƛǘǘŜǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΦ  мроомп ǘƘŜƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
following 19:58/20:28 return service, before a unit swap took place with 153314 going to 
/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ мроосп ΨtŜǊƪȅΩ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлΥруκнмΥну CŜƭƛȄǎǘƻǿŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 
 
Su 20/03:  Engineering work on a river bridge at Whitlingham (beside The Rush Cutters pub at 
Thorpe Green) in Norwich meant that all local services from Norwich, to Great Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft and Sheringham, were replaced by buses throughout the day.  There was a limited 
train service laid on between Lowestoft, Great Yarmouth and Brundall via Reedham using 
156419 that had stabled overnight at Lowestoft, along with 170271 which formed the first East 
Suffolk line service in the morning.  156419 used the rare crossover in Brundall station each 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘǳƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ōƻǳƴŘ Ψ¦ǇΩ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¸ŀǊƳƻǳǘƘ ōƻǳƴŘ Ψ5ƻǿƴΩ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΦ  
Also, engineering work took place between Ely and Cambridge and services from Norwich were 
running as far as Ely for a bus replacement service to Cambridge.  Signalling problems in the 
Norwich area meant that the 12:00 Norwich to London Liverpool Street service was cancelled, 
with an additional 12:45 Norwich to Shenfield service laid on, with the set then in place to take 
up its booked return working from Shenfield as the 14:30 Liverpool Street to Norwich. 
 
M 21/03: The 06:25 Liverpool Street to Norwich was formed of 321326 and 321366 following 
the failure of 90007, NC01+DVT 82102 at Liverpool St overnight.  47832 ran light engine from 
Norwich to London to drag the errant set back to Norwich station, departing London at 08:14.  
90015 hauled a Mk3 coach from Ilford to Norwich Crown Point, seen passing Witham at 11:45.  
Problems were caused when a coupling split on a Freightliner service at Derby Road in the early 
afternoon. This caused passenger services to be suspended and a bus replacement service 
introduced. A replacement emergency screw coupling was delivered by road vehicle to Derby 
Road and when the train was re-connected it continued on its journey (see Freightliner Report). 
Passenger services restarted with the 17:58 Ipswich to Felixstowe,  
 
Th 24/03: London Midland hired in 321415 (still in Silverlink livery) visited Ipswich sandwiched 
between 321314 and 321448, working the 09:02 Liverpool St to Ipswich service and returning 



 

 

ŜƳǇǘȅ ǘƻ /ƻƭŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ψ5ǳǎǘȅ .ƛƴǎΩ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ 
in the day, as booked, to work the 15:52 Ipswich to Liverpool St. 
 
Sat 26 & Sun 27/03: Engineering work around Intwood (on the outskirts of Norwich) saw train 
services between Norwich and Wymondham replaced by coaches, with trains then running 
through to Ely and Cambridge.  EMT services to Liverpool Lime Street were terminating at/
starting from Ely station. 
 
NXEA - FLEET and DEPOT NEWS 
 
Norwich Crown Point: With the temporary portable wheel lathe now installed into the 
Yarmouth end of 14 Road shed, Mk3 training coach 11021 was moved into the shed to test the 
new lifting jacks.  Any previous doubts over roof clearance have now been proved wrong. 
 
Class 90:  This review period started with the latest DBS hire in, 90020, running light engine 
from Ilford to Norwich station on 21/02.  It entered passenger service with NXEA on 23/02 
initially working cars (Empty Coaching Stock) from Norwich to Ipswich to then form the 06:41 
LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ǘƻ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ƳƻǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ /ǊŜǿŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ фллос 
had spent the first part of this review period spare on Norwich Crown Point or used on tyre 
turning trips to/from Ilford due to the fact it was low on hours before its next exam was due.  
90036 did return to passenger use briefly on 01/03 and 02/03, before coming off its set 
overnight and running light engine to Ilford on 03/03 to await collection by DB Schenker (which 
took place on 07/03).  03/03 also saw 90035 run light engine from Wembley to Ilford, where it 
then picked up two Mk3 coaches that had been there for tyre turning and hauled them back to 
Norwich.  It remained on Crown Point until 05/03 when it entered passenger traffic working the 
06:00 Norwich to Liverpool Street.  90020 has spent most of the month on Crown Point depot 
out of service, although 90035 has been a regular performer and has seen use on passenger 
services most days. 90020 re-entered traffic on 24/03 working the 07:10 Norwich to Liverpool 
Street.  It then remained in traffic up to the end of the month, with 90035 swapping over and 
remaining spare on Crown Point. 90004 was seen in traffic on 02/03 missing its front skirt (as 
per 90007 in December 2009) at its number 1 (non pantograph) end.  It was still running around 
in traffic like this on 26/03. 
 
Coaching Stock:  ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŜȄ ²ǊŜȄƘŀƳ ϧ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ aƪоΩǎ ŀǘ /Ǌƻǿƴ tƻƛƴǘ όммлом ϧ мнммфύ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǳƭŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ LƭŦƻǊŘ ƻƴ лпκло ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ 
use whilst at Norwich due to their poor condition both mechanically and electrically.   The pair 
were still at Ilford on 26/03 awaiting collection. 
 
Class 153: Having worked regularly up and down the GEML from Norwich to Colchester (to work 
the Sudbury branch) and Ilford for tyre turning with no issues since they were first based at 
bƻǊǿƛŎƘ /Ǌƻǿƴ tƻƛƴǘΣ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ wŀƛƭ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ мроΩǎ όŀƴŘ /ƭŀǎǎ мррΩǎύ 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀƴƴƛƴƎǘǊŜŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ Ψƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƎŀǳƎŜΩΗ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
brief ban being put on the class, new speed restrictions have been brought in through 
aŀƴƴƛƴƎǘǊŜŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ  /ƭŀǎǎ мроΩǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ м όǘƘŜ IŀǊǿƛŎƘ 
ōŀȅύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿƴ wŜŦǳǎŜ {ƛŘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
through Manningtree from now onwards. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƘƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ aƛŘƭŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜǊƛŜŘ Ψ{ŎǳŘǎΩΣ мроорп ŀƴŘ мрооспΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
rural lines, although this review period has tended to see them working mainly off Norwich 
covering a Class 156 diagram either singularly or as a pair, with only occasional visits to Ipswich, 
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to work local services on the East Suffolk, Felixstowe & Cambridge lines 
 
Class 170:  Alas the all too regular attention of the local graffiti artists at Norwich saw 170202 
tagged on 21/03 and 170271 tagged a few days later on 24/03. 
 
Class 321:  Two Doncaster to Ilford moves have taken place, 321341 worked a transfer move on 
22/02 and re-entered traffic on 24/02 whilst 321344 returned on 03/03. 
 
Class 379:  ¢ƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǎŀǿ отфллр ŀƴŘ отфллс 
working regular mileage accumulation runs along the West Coast Main Line with DB Schenker 
drivers.  379002 returned to Ilford on 21/02 behind 67003.  379005+379006 ran to Ilford under 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƭŀǘŜ ƻƴ ннκлнΦ  /ƭŀǎǎ отфΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ LƭŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ 
Bishops Stortford via Liverpool St, departing Ilford at 10:08 arriving at Bishops Stortford at 
12:50, departing there at 12:57 and arriving back at Ilford at 14:29.  Another training diagram 
saw a Class 379 work between Liverpool St, Bishops Stortford and Cambridge.  24/02 saw 
379005 working the 06:30 Liverpool St to Cambridge training trip, the same unit noted working 
more training trips the following day and 28/02.  379007 was picked up from Derby on 25/02 by 
67020 and taken to Crewe.  It joined with 379008 on 07/03 to work mileage accumulation runs 
up and down the West Coast Mainline, the same pair also being observed the following day.  
379003, 379004 & 379009 were all noted complete at the test track outside Bombardier Works 
at Derby on 10/03.  379005 visited Hertford North on 12/03.  Brand new 379013 was seen 
stabled at Derby Litchurch Lane on 16/03.  379001 was marshalled between the usual barrier 
vehicles with Royal liveried 67005 on the front at Ilford Depot on 16/03.  379010 was seen on 
17/03 being shunted around Derby Litchurch Lane works by 08682 and was later in the day 
dragged to Crewe behind 67026.  Newly delivered 379010 & 379011 were engaged in mileage 
accumulation runs along the WCML on 24/03. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ отф Ψ9ƭŜŎǘǊƻǎǘŀǊΩ ¦ƴƛǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ {ǘ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ мт 
aŀǊŎƘ ǿƘŜƴ отфллр ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ{ǘŀƴǎǘŜŘ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎΩ ōȅ tƘƛƭƛǇ IŀƳƳƻƴŘ atΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ 
State for Transport.  (See full report of the naming ceremony and Class 379 passenger workings 
in the lead articles section at the start of this report).  
 
ILFORD BOMBARDIER 
 
24 February saw 66731 with translator vehicles 6376 & 6377 work from Peterborough to Ilford 
to collect 45(5909) and haul it back to Wimbledon Depot later the same day.  The next 455 unit 
move ran on 28/02 when Metronet liveried 66720 delivered 45(5916) to Ilford, returning with 
the same pair of translator coaches.  45(5916) returned to Wimbledon on 10/03 behind 66724.  
bŜȄǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ сстнсΩǎ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ Ƙŀǳƭ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ /ƭŀǎǎ прр ǳƴƛǘ όрфлрύ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƳōƭŜŘƻƴ ǘƻ LƭŦƻǊŘ ƻƴ 
15/03, this later being collected by 66704 on 24/03 and taken back to Wimbledon Depot. 
 
Ilford (locos visiting the wheel lathe, non NXEA):  Ilford received two steam locos in March 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ aƻƻǊǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ όōƻǘƘ ōȅ ǊƻŀŘύΤ Lŀƴ wƛƭŜȅΩǎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ пΣ тслтф ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ 
рΣ прпну όǎŜŜ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ tƻƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎύΦ  /ƻƭŀǎ wŀƛƭ ǎŜƴǘ ǘǿƻ /ƭŀǎǎ ссΩǎ ǘƻ LƭŦƻǊŘΤ 
66845 arrived at Ilford on 21/02 and departed again on 25/02, 66841 was due to depart on 
25/03 and run light engine to Eastleigh, this move was cancelled and the loco remained at Ilford 
until at least 28 March. 
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DIRECT RAIL SERVICES (NXEA related): 
 
47790 ran light engine from Doncaster to Stowmarket on 21/02 (see Coaching stock movements 
below) and then remained there until 25/02 when it ran light engine to Ipswich to be added to 
ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ отлсф ϧ отсуу ŀƴŘ ǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ отΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ [Ŝƛǎǘƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛȊŜǿŜƭƭ ΨŎƻŀƭΩ 
empties.  Later in the day it returned DIT (Dead in Tow) to Crewe for exam & repairs behind the 
ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ /ƭŀǎǎ отΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ΨŎƻŀƭΩ ǘǊŀƛƴΦ 
 
²ƛǘƘ ŀ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛȄŜŘ ¢ǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ [ƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ /ƭŀǎǎ птΩǎ ǘƻ 
work the Thunderbird/Summer Saturday turns, a series of brake handling runs were 
diagrammed.  Initially they were due to run between Norwich and Colchester along the GEML, 
but due to the seemingly endless weekend engineering work along this line, paths between 
Norwich and Ely on the Breckland line were found for 20/02 and 27/02 with 47832 working 
both days.  Summary of working for both days was: 
 
47832 hauled 90002, 82102 plus NC01 set on two return Norwich Crown Point to Ely Reception 
Road Driver training runs on 20/02, i.e:  
 
5G63  09:13 Norwich Crown Point to Ely Reception Road 10:33  
5G64  11:08 Ely Reception Road to Norwich Crown Point 12:32  
5G65  13:21 Norwich Crown Point to Ely Reception Road 14:37  
5G66  15:38 Ely Reception Road to Norwich Crown Point 16:59  
 
27/02 saw just the one training trip between Norwich and Ely, due to planned engineering work 
at Trowse Swing Bridge. Worked by 47832, 90002, 82112 and set NC06. 
 
5G65 15:14 Norwich Crown Point to Ely Reception Road 16:31  
5G66 17:40 Ely Reception Road to Norwich Crown Point 18:59 
 
Having been used on the Breckland line Driver training runs on 20/02, 47832 then took over 
Thunderbird duties from 21/02, through to 27/03.  47832 was only used on two occasions; the 
above-mentioned Breckland Line driver training runs on 27/02 and on 21/03 when it ran light 
engine from Norwich through to London Liverpool St to haul a failed set back empty to Norwich 
station (see NXEA Traffic Diary).  Apart from these two workings 47832 remained unused at 
Colchester and Norwich in between times running light engine from Norwich to Colchester each 
Monday morning and back to Norwich on Friday nights. 
 
Coaching stock movements using DRS traction took place on: 
 
21/02: 47790 hauled DVT 82114 from Norwich Crown Point to Doncaster returning light engine 
to Stowmarket (see above for its next movements). 
 
08/03: 37688 ran light engine from Stowmarket to Doncaster (via Lincoln Central) and picked up 
DVT 82114, which it hauled back to Norwich Crown Point. The loco then stabled at Norwich 
until its next move on .14 March 
 
14/03 37688 was used to haul DVT 82105 from Crown Point to Doncaster, returning light engine 
to Stowmarket later the same day. 
 
9· !bD[L! w!L[²!¸ /[!{{ усΩǎ 
 
Having returned to Long Marston on 17/02 (as mentioned in the March Journal), 86218 (Floyd 
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0450 004-1) left Long Marston by road on 22/02 and was despatched abroad to Hungary on 
23/02 via Immingham Docks. 
 
!ƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ψ/ƻƳŜǘΩ ƴŀƳŜǇƭŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ /Ǌƻǿƴ tƻƛƴǘ ōŀǎŜŘ уснмт ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
£3,500 at auction in Stafford on 22/01. 
 
DB SCHENKER 
 
Class 60: Ψ¢ǳƎǎΩ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊŀȅǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎƭƛŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ΨǎǘƻƴŜΩ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΣ 
despite the very small number of these locos that currently make up the operational fleet. 
bŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ сллмо ΨwƻōŜǊǘ .ƻȅƭŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ с[фр лтΥлр {ǘǳŘ CŀǊƳ vǳŀǊǊȅ - Marks 
Tey Tarmac (due 15:56), running via Cambridge and Stratford, on 19 March. Earlier in the 
month, the same loco had made two appearances at Bow Olympic depot on a two day diagram 
which saw it working 7Z70 Acton - Bow and return and 6Z85 Acton - Dagenham on 1 March and 
6C85 Dagenham - Bow and 6V85 Bow - Acton (for Brentford) on 2 March. 60013 also worked to 
Harlow Mill on 12 March, as 6L54 03:57 ex Acton Yard, returning as 6V57 10:01 Harlow Mill to 
Acton via Broxbourne, Stratford and Gospel Oak. On 21 March, 60049 worked to Norwich 
(Trowse) on 6L39 ex Mountsorrel, then returned from whence it came on 6M43. The next day it 
returned to East Anglia on 6L40 from Mountsorrel to Kennett, the empties returning to 
Mountsorrel as 6M44. Two appearances of the class have also been reported on the 6L15 17:52 
Toton - ²ƘƛǘŜƳƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ сaмр ннΥпр ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ сллтп Ψ¢ŜŜƴŀƎŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩ 
on 24 February and with 60010 on 3 March. 
 
Class 67: Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ /ƭŀǎǎ сс Ψ{ƘŜŘǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ǳƎǎΩ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǘƻƴ - 
²ƘƛǘŜƳƻƻǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōȅ Ψ{ƪƛǇǎΩ ƻƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎƛȄ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 
March. This unusual (under) use of these 125 mph machines, which were originally purchased 
to work Royal Mail trains, is possibly due to a surplus of serviceable locos becoming available to 
DBS after the cessation of the Wrexham & Shropshire services on which several had formerly 
been utilised. 67022 worked 6L15/6M15 solo on 8, 18 & 23 March and also accompanied by 
67029 on 24 March. The latter presumably was on test as it was still officially allocated to the 
WFMU Fleet Maintenance pool at the time. 67027 was used on 6L15/6M15, on 10 & 11 March. 
 
Bow: 66142 derailed at Stratford on Sunday 27 February whilst on engineering duties, having 
entered the possession at Maryland, top & tailed with 66162, on 6T13 20:45SO from 
Whitemoor. 66142 was soon re-railed but as it had suffered damage to two traction motor gear 
ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǊƛǇǇƭŜΩ ǎƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ .ƻǿ ǘƻ ŀǿŀƛǘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ŦƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘ 
later, presumably overnight on 14/15 March, and running to Wembley at 15mph under its own 
power on a wheel skate. Almost immediately after its departure, a further derailment occurred, 
this when 66004, which was working 6Z52 11:09 Appleford Tip - Bow Olympic empty boxes, 
went through the buffer stops at Bow Olympic and almost ended up in the water!  It was back 
on the road by 04:30ish the next morning and ran light to Acton yard with an 0V00 headcode, 
apparently undamaged by the incident. 
 
CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 5. {ŎƘŜƴƪŜǊ-owned 08480 (aka 
Ψ¢ƻǘƻƴ bƻмΩύ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘƭŜƛƎƘ ȅŀǊŘ ƻƴ нт WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ 
for shunting during its time at Bow Olympic. Thus its move there was totally wasted, apart from 
providing a tempting surface for the local graffiti artists to decorate. It is thought originally to 
have been provided in order to shunt wagons conveying non-aggregate building materials for 
the Olympic site, associated with the construction of a temporary DBS warehouse. Sadly this 
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traffic never materialised, the warehouse has been removed and the Bow Olympic site has 
largely now been cleared. 
 
Stone/Aggregate Traffic:  
 
Barham: 6Z17 20:28 Dowlow - Barham arrived at Barham on 4 March behind 66080, with the 
empties being returned to the Mountsorrel quarry (as 6Z45) for their next working. The more 
usual 6Z17/6Z18 return working arrived from the Lafarge quarry at Dowlow on 25 February 
behind 66213 and on 3 and 15 March behind 66030 and 66154 respectively. 6L41 conveys 
granite from Mountsorrel and returns as 6M45. This working ran on the following dates: 24/2 
66109; 28/2 66086; 10/3 66044; 14 & 17/3 66069; 21 & 22/3 66024 
 
Other trainloads of granite from Mountsorrel ran to the local terminals as follows: 
 
Kennett (6L40/6M44): This working ran with 66206 on 12/3 and 66069 on 19/3, then three 
trains arrived in three hectic days, with 60049 on 22/3, 66024 on 23/3 and 66128 on 24/3. The 
last working ran in an earlier STP (short term plan) path as 6Z40 06:37 Mountsorrel - Kennett 
(due 09:56) and 6Z44 13:53 Kennett - Mountsorrel.   
 
Trowse (6L39/6M43): This ran with 66035 on 21/2, 66080 on 25/2, 66044 on 7/3, 66146 on 9/3, 
66133 on 14/3, 66170 on 18/3, 60049 on 21/3 and 66061 on 24/3. 
 
Chesterton Junction (6L53/6M70): The following were reported on this working: 22/2 66035; 
25/2 66086; 4, 8 & 11/3 66044; 15 & 18/3 66069; 19/3 66199; 22/3 66061 
 
Chelmsford (6L58/6M53): 66035 also worked this service, appearing on 23/2, 2/3 & 5/3. 
Further Wednesday workings, on 9, 16 & 23 March, were headed by 66044, 66069 and 66061 
respectively. 
 
Other local freight terminals were served as follows during the five weeks to 25 March: 
 
Norwich: 6L90 ran from Peak Forest (Cemex) to Norwich on the following dates:  
21/2 66213; 23/2 66197; 25/2 66097; 28/2 66153; 2/3 66213; 7/3 66135 
 
Bury St Edmunds: Ψ{ǘƻƴŜΩ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅƛƴƎ ƭƛƳŜǎǘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǳƴǎǘŜŀŘ vǳŀǊǊȅ ǘƻ .ǳǊȅ {ǘ 9ŘƳǳƴŘǎ 
ran on four occasions within a nine day period: on 25/2 (66019), 28/2 (66083), 4/3 66086 and 
5/3 (66018). Trains from Peak Forest arrived on 23/2 (66097), 7/3 (66181) and 15/3 (66018). 
66181 also worked 6L76 from Stud Farm, then 6Z40 to Acton yard on 9/3. A further working, 
also believed to have originated from Stud Farm, arrived behind 66167 on 17/3. 
 
Marks Tey: Loaded sand trains from the Marks Tey terminal departed for Crawley (as 6O50) on 
22/2 and 2/3, with 66169 supplying the motive power on both occasions. Trains also ran as 
6V79 to Brentford on 4/3 (66085), 9/3 (66021) and 18/3 (66112) and to Hayes (Tarmac) on 23/2 
(66172) and 22/3 (66065). Workings from Stud Farm, operating as 6L95, worked into Marks Tey 
on 18, 19 & 21 March behind 66008, 60013 and 66016, respectively.  
 
Snailwell Scrap: No trains to Sheerness have been reported since the departure of 6O65 behind 
66105 on 21 January. For the time being, they appear to have been replaced by the return of 
scrap trains to Liverpool (Alexandra Dock). On 24 February, the wagons were worked south as 
6L63 01:20 Alexandra Dock - Snailwell (due 10:08) and after loading, returned as 6M74 18:08 
Snailwell - Alexandra Dock (due 04:06). On 24 March the schedule was slightly revised, with 
6L63 booked to arrive at 10:33 and return as 6M73. To date, three such workings have been 
reported, arriving and departing on Thursdays at fortnightly intervals behind 66013 (24/2), 
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66176 (10/3) and 66076 (24/3). 
 
Parkeston: 7L30 03:07 Acton yard to Parkeston Quay Tip and 7V17 12:48 return made a 
comparatively rare appearance on 21 February, hauled by 66172. Five other workings to 
Parkeston were also reported, all in the space of just five days. Trains formed with MEA wagons 
worked 6Z38 06:26 Brentford - Parkeston and 6V17 16:52 Parkeston - Acton on 21 and 22 
March, behind 66065 and 66173, respectively. 66102 worked 6Z39 Acton - Parkeston on 23 
March and further similar workings (details unreported) saw 66182 reach Parkeston on 24 
March, followed by 66158 the next day.  
 
FREIGHTLINER 
 
Class 70: ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ΨtƻǿŜǊƘŀǳƭΩ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ƛƴ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ CŜƭƛȄǎǘƻǿŜ ǿŀǎ 
somewhat unexpectedly the Heavy Haul - allocated 70011 (DFGH), which worked 4L92 from 
Ditton to Felixstowe on Monday 28 February.  After returning to Ditton on 4M45, it remained 
on this diagram for the rest of the week, apart from a brief switch on 3 March when it was taken 
off 4L92 at Crewe, presumably for refuelling, then worked 4L96 (ex Trafford Park) from Basford 
Hall (Crewe) to Ipswich before returning to the 4M45/4L92 turn. Whilst this Heavy Haul 
ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ LƴǘŜǊƳƻŘŀƭ ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳΣ C[LaΩǎ тлллф ό5CDLύ ǿŀǎ 
employed on FLHH coal trains to Fiddlers Ferry power station! The reason for this seemingly 
pointless exchange of duties is unknown, but at least it gave our local enthusiasts an 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ΨǎŎǊŀǘŎƘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƭŀǎǎ тлǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ǘƻ 
eight, with just 70002/05/10 (all Heavy Haul locos) still to arrive. 70005 is currently out of action 
whilst it receives a replacement engine at Wabtec (formerly Brush), Loughborough. 
 
Locally, a third Class 70 diagram commenced on Monday 21 March, covering 4L97 05:03 
Trafford Park to Felixstowe North as far as Ipswich (arr. 14:04) and 4S88 16:14 Felixstowe North 
- /ƻŀǘōǊƛŘƎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨCǳƎƭȅΩ ǿƻǊƪǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ όŘŜǇΦ муΥмрύ ŀƴŘ .ŀǎŦƻǊŘ Iŀƭƭ ό/ǊŜǿŜύΦ 
4H31 02:25 Basford Hall - Trafford Park then completes the diagram. When available, a fourth 
Class 70 also works 4S88 forward from Basford Hall to Coatbridge, returning to Crewe from the 
Scottish terminal either with 4M74 or 4M80. On 23 March, possibly for the very first time since 
they arrived in the country, all four intermodal 70s were actually to be found working 
simultaneously on revenue-earning trains; with 70001 on 4L97 to Ipswich, 70007 on 4S88 to 
Coatbridge (having replaced 70001 at Crewe), 70008 on 4L69 to Felixstowe and 70009 on 4M45 
to Ditton.  
 
On 21 March, 4M93 14:36 Felixstowe ς Lawley St, headed by 70008, became divided in the Up 
loop at Derby Road after one of the screw couplings sheared off. An emergency coupling was 
sent by road, and duly attached, in order to enable the train to continue. Possibly the increased 
length, and hence the weight, of these trains was a contributory factor in the failure of one of 
these key components. (see NXEA Traffic Diary 21/03) 
 
Felixstowe - .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ Ψ²ƛƴŜƭƛƴŜǊǎΩΥ The midweek 4V32 18:30WO Felixstowe North - Bristol FLT 
and return 4L30 16:27ThO Bristol FLT - Felixstowe North was worked to Bristol by 66590 on 
23/2 with 66577 working the train back the following day. Subsequent workings utilised the 
same loco out and back with 66589 (2-3/3), 66956 (9-10/3), 66592 (16-17/3) and 66540 
ΨwǳōȅΩ όно-24/3) providing the motive power.  
 
Containerised Steel: 4E49 14:53SO Ipswich yard (ex Felixstowe) - Scunthorpe was reported as 
running on just two Saturdays during the current four week review period, with the motive 
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power forward from Ipswich being supplied by 66542 on 26/3 and 66588 on 19/3. As usual, the 
same loco provided the traction for the return 4L87 05:16 ex Scunthorpe the following Monday.  
 
ΨIƛǊŜ-ƛƴǎΩ: 66422 was finally returned to DRS at Crewe on 19 March, having been on continuous 
hire to Freightliner Intermodal for the best part of eleven weeks. It was replaced almost 
ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ōȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ Ψ5ǊŜŘΩ сспнфΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ п[фс ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǊŀŦŦƻǊŘ tŀǊƪ ǘƻ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ƻƴ но 
March, departing the following morning on 4M94 07:40 Felixstowe to Lawley Street and then 
returned on 4L77 to Felixstowe. At the time of writing (Sun 27/3) it was stabled at Ipswich depot 
ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ ссрофΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀǘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ мн aŀǊŎƘ 
on 4L82 23:16 ex Trafford Park, and its immediate return on 4M87 to Crewe at first sight seemed 
unremarkable as 66539 is still shown on TOPS as a DFIM (Intermodal) locomotive. However, it 
has been on continuous hire to Heavy Haul for over six months, having been exchanged last 
September for the use of a Class 70 (currently 70003 at Southampton) for Intermodal training 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ {ƻ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ CǊŜƛƎƘǘƭƛƴŜǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƳƻŘŀƭ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘƛǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
own loco, albeit for just the one return trip! Other FLHH locos hired in recently to work 
Felixstowe-bound intermodal trains were as follows: 4/3 66525; 12/3 66520; 19/3 66514/556.  
 
GB RAILFREIGHT 
 
GB Railfreight has been awarded a contract by Shanks to move spoil from Bow Olympics to the 
Port of Tyne, where is understood to be required to fill in a disused dry dock at the port. The 
spoil, which originates from the Olympics site, will be conveyed using a rake of 18 JNA wagons 
which have been leased from VTG. These wagons were tripped from Merehead to Acton Yard on 
Friday 25 March and were moved to Bow Olympic on 28 March by 66727 running as 6Z85 from 
Colnbrook. The  inaugural loaded train to Tyne Dock ran later in the day. The train is expected to 
run for a minimum of seven weeks, departing as 6Z84 12:10 MWO Bow Olympic to Tyne Dock 
(arr. 19:12) and running via Bishops Stortford, Ely, Peterborough, Newark, Gainsborough, 
Doncaster and Darlington. The return working is booked to run as 6Z87 23:05 TThO ex Tyne Dock 
and is routed via the ECML as far as Canonbury and thence via the North London Line, reaching 
the Bow Olympic yard at 10:00. Fuelling of the locomotive was to take place at the Port of Tyne 
and also at Peterborough on the south bound leg. In preparation for this new flow, a route-
learning run was operated on 21 March, using a pair of EDs, 73212 + 73213, which were booked 
to run as 0Z75 09:11 Tonbridge West Yard - Bow Olympic Depot (due 11:29) and 0Z76 15:20 Bow 
Olympic Depot - Tonbridge West Yard (due 18:37). 
 
92032 is the first electric loco to receive the new standard GB Railfreight/Europorte livery. After 
emerging from Brush Traction (Wabtec), it was taken from Loughborough to Peterborough 
όǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ тонлрύ ōȅ сстлп ƻƴ нм aŀǊŎƘΦ  hƴ но aŀǊŎƘΣ фнлон ŀƴŘ сстом ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ΨƭƛƎƘǘΩ 
ǘƻ wƛǇǇƭŜ [ŀƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƘǳōD.ΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ D.wŦ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎŜƭƭ 
wŀƛƭŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭΣ .ŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ ¢ƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ D.wŦΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
fully integrated road and rail distribution network linking London and the South East with 
aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΣ сстом ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƘǳōD.Ω όǿŜƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΗύΦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ 
D.wŦ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ пwŀƛƭ [ƻƎƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ D.wŦΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƛƴǘŜǊƘǳōD. ŦǊŜƛƎƘǘ 
network was due to run between Barking and Barton Dock, Manchester on 28 March.  
 
²ƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜΣ D.wŦΩǎ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ŦƭŜŜǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ 
ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴΦ CƻǊƳŜǊ CǊŜƛƎƘǘƭƛƴŜǊ ΨCǊŜŘǎΩ ссртф - 66581, which were stored at 
Eastleigh after going off-lease, have now been taken on by GBRf and added to their GBCM 
ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǳǎŜǊΩ ǇƻƻƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƛƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻƴƭȅΣ 
with 66579 possibly being used as a source of spares to assist in the reactivation of 66580/581. In 
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the longer term, GBRf are rumoured to be considering adding a total of ten locos to their fleet - 
possibly five purchased and five leased. 
 
! ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ D.wŦΩǎ ƘƛǊŜŘ ŜȄ - 5w{ Ψ/ƘƻǇǇŜǊǎΩ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǿƛŎƘ 
branch having been sent from Peterborough to collect 18 Tiphook KFA flats which had been 
stored in Parkeston yard. These wagons had previously been on hire to Colas for use on that 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƴƻǿ ŘŜŦǳƴŎǘ Ŧƭȅ-ash working from West Burton Power Station to Ripple Lane and (as 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ L¢W bƻΦ рроύ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƛƭōǳǊȅ ǘƻ tŀǊƪŜǎǘƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ōȅ /ƻƭŀǎΩ ссупр 
on 13 January. Just over two months later, on 17 March, 20304 + 20305 from the GBEE pool took 
ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ Ψ{Ω {ǘƻŎƪ ¦ƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ [¦[ ƛƴ 
order to work light engine, as 0Z20 09:52 Peterborough to Parkeston, returning with the wagons 
as 6Z20 14:40 Parkeston - Peterborough. The original destination for 6Z20 was Doncaster Decoy 
yard but due to a shortage of space there, the onward move was delayed until 27 March,  
 
Platform-enders at Ipswich got their first chance to view the GBRf colours on 7 March when 
66731 made its first visit to the area after its recent rebranding, working 4L22 Hams Hall - 
Felixstowe and 4M21 return. This was followed the next day by the arrival of similarly re-liveried 
66728, which took 4L78 ex Selby forward from Peterborough to Felixstowe.  
 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ ΨƳǳŘΩ ƻƛƭ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ !ōŜǊŘŜŜƴ ƛǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ tŀǊƪŜǎǘƻƴ 
on Friday 25 February. No reports of the 6E06 working to Peterborough have been received, but 
66710 worked the train forward on 28/2 as 6D60 06:05 Peterborough - Doncaster, with 66713 
taking over on 6S60 Doncaster to Aberdeen the following day and returning on 3/2 with 6E59 
Aberdeen - Doncaster. 
 
Whitemoor Yard: луплм ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǊƻŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [I DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ŀǘ .ŀǊǘƻƴ-under -
Needwood on 18 March. Formerly in use by DBS at Immingham, this loco was last shown on 
¢ht{ ŀǎ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5.{Ω ²b{h ΨŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΩ ǇƻƻƭΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜ-registered 
with GBWM at some point for use as the Whitemoor yard pilot. 08401 is a replacement for 
луфоп ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǳǎŜ ŀǘ /ŀǊŘƛŦŦ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ D.wŦΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ /ŜƭǎŀΦ 
 
DIRECT RAIL SERVICES 
 
Fleet News: The chances of seeing one or more of the five ex-Fastline locos at Ipswich have 
increased dramatically now that 66301 to 66305 have been taken on by DRS. Indeed 66301 
working 6Z91 was taken from Cardiff Tidal to Derby by a Stowmarket based driver on Monday 28 
March. 66301/303/304 have already entered traffic and are now allocated to the DRS XHIM Class 
сс ǇƻƻƭΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ссолнκолр ό·IItύ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭŀƴƎǳƛǎƘ ŀǘ 9a5Ωǎ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ [ƻƴƎǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
Fastline locos, which saw little use before the company went bust, have been taken on primarily 
ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ Ψ5ǊŜŘǎΩ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ΨƻŦŦ-ƭŜŀǎŜΩΦ сспммκпмн ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ·I{{ ΨǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǇƻƻƭΩΣ ƻƴ нп aŀǊŎƘΦ aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜΣ 
сспоо ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ Ψ5ǊŜŘΩ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘΣ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
flask train on 25 March whilst being positioned for weekend ballast train duty. 
 
{ƛȊŜǿŜƭƭ Ψ/ƻŀƭΩΥ 6L70 00:27 Crewe - Sizewell and 6M69 15:54 Sizewell - Willesden are currently a 
regular runners on Tuesdays and Fridays, usually conveying a pair of FNA flask wagons. The 
consist on 11 March comprised three FNAs, but the next working, four days later, conveyed just a 
ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŦƭŀǎƪΣ ǘƘǳǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƭƻŀŘƛƴƎΦ  tŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ Ψ¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊǎΩ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
ƻƴ ннκн όотлрф Ҍ отлсфύ ŀƴŘ нрκн όотлсф Ҍ отсууύΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ψ¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊ-/ƘƻǇǇŜǊ ŎƻƳōƻǎΩ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ 
мκо όнлолу Ҍ отсунύΣ пκо όнлоло Ҍ отнрфύ ŀƴŘ мрκо όнлоло Ҍ отслтύΦ Ψ/ƘƻǇǇŜǊǎΩ нлолу Ҍ нлолф 
worked 6L70/6M69 on five out of the ten occasions on which this train operated during the five 
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week period ending 26/3 - on 8, 11, 18, 22 & 25 March.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ΨǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǾŜǎΩΣ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǿŀȅ 
of getting locos to and from Stowmarket. On 25 February, 47790 was required back at Crewe so 
it ran light from Stowmarket to Ipswich yard, where it was tagged onto the front of 37069/688. It 
ǘƘŜƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ с[тл ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ {ƛȊŜǿŜƭƭΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǊŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀ Ψ5ǳŦŦΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [Ŝƛǎǘƻƴ ōǊŀƴŎƘΦ 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻǎ Ǌŀƴ ǊƻǳƴŘΣ пттфл ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ΨŘŜŀŘΩΣ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ отǎΣ ƛƴ сaсф ǘƻ ²ƛƭƭŜǎŘŜƴΦ hƴ 
4 March, 37688 arrived in Ipswich coupled to the 20s on 6L70. After detachment, it ran light to 
Stowmarket to await its next duty, this being an 0Z37 light engine move to Doncaster on 8 March 
to collect DVT 82114 which it then took to Norwich Crown Point (as 5Z37). On 25 March, 6L70 
arrived at Ipswich with no fewer than five locos at the head of the two FNA wagons, with 66420 + 
сспнр Ҍ сспоо ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ нлолу Ҍ нлолфΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƻ ƻŦ Ψ5ǊŜŘΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ 
their way to Stowmarket in readiness for their scheduled duties on weekend ballast trains.  
 
Engineering trains: As mentioned above, 66420/425/433 arrived at Stowmarket on 25 March. 
These locos were due to work three ballast trains (6T40-42) from Whitemoor yard into a 
weekend block twixt Wymondham (actually Intwood, just east of Hethersett) and Norwich.  
 
COLAS 
 
пттпф Ψ5ŜƳŜƭȊŀΩ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ LǇǎǿƛŎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǿŀƎƻƴ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
tŀǊƪŜǎǘƻƴ ȅŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭŀȅŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ΨǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƭŀǎ-ƭƛǾŜǊƛŜŘ Ψ5ǳŦŦΩ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ 
sent light engine, as 0Z47 10:04WO from Ripple Lane to Parkeston yard in order to work a rake of 
disused wagons to Gloucester, and thence to Long Marston for secure storage. The light engine 
move took place on Wednesday 2 March, with the train due to depart later the same day as 6Z47 
13:00WO Parkeston yard to Gloucester New yard, and  thence via 6Z47 11:10 Gloucester to Long 
Marston. The wagons to be moved comprised eighteen IZA 45ton 2-Axle Twin Vans, of the type 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǊŀ 9ƴǎƻ ΨǇŀǇŜǊΩ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘΣ ƛǘ 
was discovered that the wagons needed to be re-registered before they could be entered into 
the system and in order to allow time for this to happen, the planned move was put back by a 
week. 47749 was initially held at Parkeston but it was later moved to Ipswich at the weekend, 
where it was stabled adjacent to Hadleigh Road Bridge. This move took place on 5 March, with 
47749 running as 0Z47 16:00 ex Parkeston. Four days later, on the morning of 9 March, 47749 
returned to Parkeston yard, and 6Z47 duly departed for Gloucester later that day. 
 
On 21 March 66841 was sent light to Ilford for attention on the wheel lathe, running as 0Z66 
10:00 Ashford Up Sidings - Ilford depot (due 13:46). It departed nine days later, returning as 
0Z66 to Ashford Up Sidings. 
 
TEST TRAINS  
 
hƴ нн CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ Ψ¢ǊŀŎǘƻǊǎΩ отнрф ŀƴŘ отсмм ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻǇ ϧ ǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘ 
train, albeit one with a different consist to the one which they had returned to Derby on 4 
February. The latest arrival ran as 1Q09 06:51 Derby RTC to East Ham, with a consist which 
comprised 37259 + 977974 (High Speed Track Recording Coach), 977869 (Radio Equipment 
Survey Coach), 999508 (Track Inspection Coach), 72612 (Brake Force Runner) + 37611. The 
following day the train was booked to work as 1Q09 from East Ham to Stansted, 1Q10 to 
Southend Victoria and then 1Q11 back to East Ham. Various LTS lines were covered on 24 
February, before heading into East Anglia on its way back to Derby on 25 February as 1Q10 19:22 
East Ham - Liverpool St - Norwich - Ipswich - Felixstowe Creek sidings (00:16 to 00:34) - Ipswich - 
Stratford - Ely - Peterborough - Derby RTC. 
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The next Network Rail train to turn up arrived on 28 February as 3Z28 09:55 Derby RTC - Ferme 
Park. This was effectively two separate test trains coupled together, each train being top and 
tailed by a Class 31 loco and a DBSO, with the DBSOs coupled together at the centre of the train. 
This was formed by 31465 + 6263 + 999602 + 9703 (for Ultrasonic track testing) + 9708 + 460000 
+ 975081 + 975280+31233 (for Structure Gauging). The train covered mainly West Anglia routes 
before heading to Colchester as 3Q70 on 2 March. The following day it was booked to make trips 
to Norwich and Harwich and on 4 March ran as 3Z66 from Colchester to Felixstowe, then 3Q66 
00:34 Felixstowe - Liverpool St returning from there to Derby as 3Z66 05:44 ex Liverpool St. 
Exactly the same formation returned to the area on 14 March as 3Q39, which was due off Derby 
RTC at 19:39. This covered mainly West Anglia routes, working from Peterborough. The closest it 
got to Ipswich was on 18 March, when it worked 3Q67 22:26 Peterborough to Peterborough via 
Ely, Thetford, Norwich, Cromer and Wymondham. 
 
RAILTOURS and SPECIALS - STEAM 
 
After an absence from the main line lasting almost a year due to major firebox problems, 70013 
ΨhƭƛǾŜǊ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀȅ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ-March. This was in good time for its planned use on 
ǘƘŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¢ƻǳǊƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ όw¢/ύ Ψ.ǊƻŀŘǎƳŀƴΩ ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Iƻƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
North Norfolk Railway on Saturday 26 March. Oddly perhaps, the last train 70013 worked prior 
to its long-term failure was a Liverpool Street to Liverpool Street circular tour via a stop at Bury St 
9ŘƳǳƴŘǎ ƻƴ у aŀȅ нлмл ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǾƛŘƛƻǘΩ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎǘƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ Ƙƛǘ ōȅ ŀ ¢ǳǊōƻǎǘŀǊΦ  
 
IŀǳƭŜŘ ōȅ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘΩǎ оттлс ǿƛǘƘ тллмо ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ-coach train 
όƴƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜύ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǘŜǊƳƛƴǳǎ ŀǎ 
5Z40 07+30 ex Southall. The train then ran as follows: 
 
1Z40 09:05 ex Liverpool Street, making its customary stop for water at Colchester before 
 passing through Ipswich at 11/14 to reach Norwich at 12:10. 37706 was on the rear.  
1Z41 13:10 Norwich - Iƻƭǘ ƘŀǳƭŜŘ ōȅ оттлс ǘƻ /ǊƻƳŜǊ όǊŜǾŜǊǎŜύΣ ǘƘŜƴ ΨhƭƭƛŜΩ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ IƻƭǘΦ 
 This was a shortened train comprising just five vehicles, the passengers on the train from  
 Norwich exchanging places with those who had to travel there by road coaches. 
1Z42 15:30 Holt to Norwich, arr 17:17. (reverse arrangement of 1Z41, i.e. 37706 led from Holt 
 and 70013 led from Cromer).  After rejoining the two halves of the train and turning 
 70013 on the triangle,  
1Z43 left Norwich at 19:11 (Ipswich passed 20/10) to reach London at 22:08. Finally, 
5Z43  22+23 Liverpool Street to Southall ecs hauled was by 37706 with 70013 on the rear.  
 
тллмоΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ ǿŀǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ {ǘŜŀƳ 5ǊŜŀƳΩǎ ό{5ύ !ȅƭŜǎōǳǊȅ ǘƻ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ 
via London and Cambridge the following Thursday (31/3) but understandable pathing difficulties 
have seen the train postponed until a more sensible August Bank Holiday Monday (29/8) with 
ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ψǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ тллмо ǳǇ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǎ 
the following list of steam tours planned for (and on the periphery of) our area over the next few 
months demonstrates:- 
 
Tue 24 May: 34067. Southend Central to Salisbury and Sherbourne (SD)   
Sat    2 July:  70013. Liverpool Street - Ipswich - Norwich - Cambridge - Liverpool Street.  
Th   14 July:  60019. Lewes - Cambridge (SD)  
Sat  16 July:  70013. Liverpool Street - Ipswich - Norwich - Lowestoft - Saxmundham - 
                                    Ipswich - Liverpool Street. (both this and 2/7 RTC) 
Th     4 Aug:  60163. Cambridge - Bath and Bristol (SD) 
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Sun 21 Aug:  60163. Kings Cross - Cambridge - Norwich (SD) 
Mon 29 Aug:  TBA.   Aylesbury - Cambridge - Norwich (SD)  
 
There will be more trains later in the year, particularly during the build up to Christmas, and 
these will be notified in good time. One can but hope that now-ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ тлллл Ψ.ǊƛǘŀƴƴƛŀΩ ǿƛƭƭ 
eventually return to its former home territory sooner rather than later as fifteen years have now 
elapsed since it last appeared on the GEML as part of the EUR150 celebrations.   
 
RAILTOURS and SPECIALS - DIESEL  
 
The quiet post-Christmas period for railtours came to an end on Saturday 5 March when 
tŀǘƘŦƛƴŘŜǊ ¢ƻǳǊΩǎ DRS-ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ /ǊŜǿŜ ǘƻ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ΨbƻǊŦƻƭƪ .ǊƻŀŘǎƳŀƴΩ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ /ƭŀǎǎ 
20s and a 37 to East Anglia. 1Z83 left Crewe at 06.01 behind 20309+20308 which hauled the train 
via Birmingham New Street, Leicester, Nottingham and Peterborough to Ely Down Goods Loop 
όŀǊǊ мнΥмнύΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ отсст ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ όŀǊǊ мрΩ 9!w[¸
(!) at 13:39) with the Choppers on the back. The train was then stabled in the Low Level sidings 
before returning behind the Class 20s (with 37667 on the rear again) to Cheshire as 1Z84 17:15 
ex Norwich via Ely West curve, Peterborough, Stamford and Leicester to regain its inward route.  
 
More veteran English Electric power materialised three weeks later when the Hastings Unit 
(1001) ran from its home town to Dereham.  Operated by Hastings Diesels, 1Z30 left Hastings at 
06:48 and north of the Thames was routed via the NLL, ECML, Hitchin, Cambridge, Ely and 
Wymondham (rev) with Dereham being reached at 14:30. A mere forty minutes later, the return 
train left Dereham at 15:10 as 1Z31 but took a different route south of Cambridge by travelling 
via Bishops Stortford and the Lea Valley to reach Stratford and the North London Line. Its booked 
arrival time back in Hastings was 22:47 meaning that through passengers were on the train for 
sixteen hours, all bar the short break at Dereham. GBRf provided the train crews.  
 
This month sees the first NENTA tour of the 2011 season running from Norwich and Ipswich to 
ǘƘŜ ²ŜŀǊŘŀƭŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ фǘƘΦ bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ Ŝƴ ǊƻǳǘŜ 
ŀǘ 5ǳǊƘŀƳ ŀƴŘ .ŜǊǿƛŎƪ ƻƴ т aŀȅΦ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻŎƪ 
providers.  
 
Late April and May sees an interesting series of specials involving East Anglia, these being:- 
 
{ŀǘ ол !ǇǊƛƭΥ ! Ψb9b¢! ƛƴ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜΩ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŀǘ ¸ŀǊƳƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ 
Bridlington on Saturday 30 April, this being a RailtourersΩ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘ ǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
stock.  
  
Sat 7 May: A UK Railtour special runs from Finsbury Park to Holt arriving in the area via Ipswich 
and leaving via Ely and Peterborough. Expect motive power to be top/tail DBS Class 66s.  
 
Sat 14 May: Somewhat more exotic, a St Pancras to Dereham via Leicester and Peterborough 
ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ ŀƴ 9ŀǎǘ aƛŘƭŀƴŘǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴǎΩ I{¢ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 
Wymondham. UK Railtours is handling the bookings for this one.  
 
Th 19 May: If the rumours that DRS has won this contract from DB Schenker prove to be true, 
top/tailing blue Class 47s will be in charge of a Northern Belle luxury dining train from Norwich 
and Ipswich to Kensington Olympia (for London sightseeing trip and River Thames cruise) and 
Hither Green(!), not for a bash of 73C but for a visit to the Art Deco heaven that is Eltham Palace. 

(continued on page 27) 
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тллмо ΨhƭƛǾŜǊ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŀǳƭƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ǊƻŀŘǎƳŀƴΩ Ǌŀƛƭ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƻ IƻƭǘΣ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
former Hadleigh Branch Junction on 26 March 2011. (Keith Halton) 

нлолф ŀƴŘ нлолу ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǘ bƻǊǿƛŎƘ ƻƴ р aŀǊŎƘ нлмм ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ ΨbƻǊŦƻƭƪ 
.ǊƻŀŘǎƳŀƴΩ ǊŀƛƭǘƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƳ /ǊŜǿŜΦ (Graham Hardinge) 
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Beestons Scania Wright Solar seen arriving outside Pals in Ipswich on a service from Bildeston on 
11 March 2011.  (Ivan Watts) 

Colas Rail 47749 is seen stabled in London Road Yard, Ipswich on 6 March 2011.  The loco later made 
its way to Parkeston, where it was used on a wagon move.  (Nick Mudd) 
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Service 92 outside Pals in Ipswich with Carters 402 Dennis Trident Alexander 400 LG02 FEV, 
standing in for the usual Enviro 400 (away for maintenance). (Ivan Watts) 

New Horizon first run of new service 70; the  0900 Brightlingsea to Clacton seen in St Osyth on 
7 March 2011.  The vehicle is Dennis Trident Alexander V124 MEV.  (Richard Mortimer) 


